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Designation Report for  

Smith Farm Landmark Building/Site (LBS) 
____________________________________________________ 

In Accordance with Section 16-20.005(d) of the City of Atlanta Code of Ordinances 
 
Street Address: 130 West Paces Ferry Road, NW (address is for all of the Atlanta 
History Center property; the proposed LBS is for a portion of the site) 
 
Application Number:  N-21-363 (D-21-363) 
 
Proposed Category of Designation: Landmark Building / Site (LBS) 
 
Zoning Category(ies) at Time of Designation: R-3 
 
District: 17  Land Lot: 99  County: Fulton 
 
Designation Report Sections:  
1. Eligibility Criteria 
2.  Minimum Findings 
3. Physical Description of the Property 
4. Period of Significance 
5.  Neighborhood Context 
6. Occupancy / Use of the Property 
7. History and Narrative Statement of Significance 
8.  Bibliography 
9. Contributing / Non-Contributing Elements 
10. Potential for Transfer of Development Rights and Economic Incentives 
11. General Boundary Description 
12. Boundary Justification 
13. General Vicinity Map and Plat Map 
14. Drawings of Structures 
15. Photographs 
16. Exhibits 
Except as noted below, Sections #1 - #8 and #13 - #16 of this Designation Report 
are based on, incorporate the research completed by, contain documents 
compiled by, and include text prepared by the Atlanta History Center and shall be 
considered part of the Director’s “research” as required in Section 16-20.005(d) 
for the preparation of a Designation Report for a proposed nomination. 
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(Regarding the commonly used name for the site – the “Tullie Smith House”: only in the 
twentieth century did the house come to be known as the Tullie Smith House after its last 
resident, Tullie Vilenah Smith, who died in 1967 (Jones, 61, 66). Later, the site was called the 
“Tullie Smith Farm.” In recent years, however, the site has been referred to simply as the Smith 
Farm, since generations of Smiths lived in the farmhouse.  That is the origin of the proposed 
Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site.) 

 
1.  ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
 
As more fully described in this Designation Report, the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site 
(LBS) meets the following criteria for a Landmark Building / Site (LBS), as defined in Section 16-
20.004(b)(2)(a): 
 
Group I – Historic Significance: 
(Three (3) total criteria – if qualifying under this group alone, at least one (1) criterion must be 
met) 
 
The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site meets two (2) criteria: 
 
(2)  The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site also helped establish a beachhead for historic 
preservation projects in modern Atlanta, an extremely important historical trend of state and  
local significance. When the project was undertaken in 1969-1972, the creation of the Smith 
Farm was a bold move in the developing metropolis. “Relocation and restoration of the Tullie 
Smith House … was a landmark event in the history of Atlanta’s nascent historic preservation 
movement … at a time when the city was fast destroying some of its greatest buildings—the 
Equitable Building, Piedmont Hotel, and Terminal Station were all razed in 1971,” (Jones, iii). 
 
Speaking about the Tullie Smith House in particular, architectural historian Tommy H. Jones 
further noted in a 1997 report when he wrote, “the house continues to offer insight into the 
character of nineteenth-century life in the Georgia Piedmont before Atlanta wrecked and 
sprawled its way to become one of the nation’s largest cities” (Jones, iii).  
 
(3) The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site tells the story of Georgia farm life, mid-19th-
century Southern social and agricultural practices, and enslavement at Atlanta’s oldest surviving 
farmhouse, an extremely important cultural pattern and social, economic or ethnic groups in 
the history of the city and the state.  
 
The Tullie Smith House and its kitchen, which date from ca. 1845, represent some of the few 
extant pre-Civil War structures left in the Atlanta area because of Sherman’s 1864 Atlanta 
Campaign and twentieth- and twenty-first-century growth and development. The Atlanta 
Historical Society relocated the two buildings to the grounds of what is now the Atlanta History 
Center in Buckhead in 1969 (Brooks, 4-5) (Jones, 69-77).  
 
The interest in fully telling  the story of farm life as it existed in the Atlanta area immediately 
prior to and during the Civil War resulted in the acquisition and relocation of other historic 



ATTACHMENT “A” TO NOMINATION RESOLUTION FOR N-21-363 / D-21-363 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Designation Report: Smith Farm Landmark Building /Site (LBS) - Page 3 of 57 

 

Georgia agricultural buildings to the farm site at the History Center: a ca. 1850 corn crib and a 
ca. 1850 barn from a farm near Cartersville in 1972, a ca. 1850 cabin which might have been 
lived in by enslaved persons from a farm in the Cliftondale area of Atlanta in 1973, a ca. 1850 
smoke house from a farm near Sparta in 1978, and a ca. 1825 dairy from another farm near 
Sparta, also in 1978. A blacksmith shop, privy, and chicken coop, newly-built to period designs, 
were constructed on the site in 1978, 2004, and 2015, respectively (Tullie Smith House 
Restoration Committee, 1-2) and (Brooks, 4-5). 
 
Open to the public since 1972, the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site preserves the lived 
experience and cultural traditions of both enslaved Blacks and farm families of Scots-Irish 
descent who farmed in the Georgia Piedmont during the middle of the 19th century.  
 
Group II – Architectural Significance: 
(Fourteen (14) total criteria – if qualifying under this group alone, at least five (5) criteria must 
be met) 
 
The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site meets five (5) criteria: 
 
(3) The structures at the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site represent agrarian structures of 
the middle 19th century of the type once prevalent at the edges of the city. Although the 
buildings at the Smith Farm today were not located initially within what later became the city 
limits of Atlanta, both subsistence farms and small commercial farms did exist within the city 
limits in Atlanta’s early years (Roth and Ambrose, 29).  
 
(4) The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site and its outbuildings are significant for their age and 
their presence as rare, surviving examples of vernacular 19th-century farm architecture in 
Atlanta. As the Atlanta area developed, subsistence and small commercial farms vanished from 
the landscape around the city.  
 
(7) The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site structures display quality craftsmanship in every 
respect, in many cases with distinctive details. This was especially the case with the Tullie Smith 
House when it was constructed ca. 1845. As architectural historian Tommy H. Jones writes, “… 
The relatively high quality of its construction does not suggest a building from the earliest days 
of settlement when sawmills were few and far between and most buildings, even the County 
courthouse, were constructed of logs. …” (Jones, 70). By 1860, Robert Hiram Smith and his wife 
Elizabeth Hawkins Smith, for whom the home was built, were among the wealthiest 10 percent 
in the county (Thomas, 3). Reflecting the Smith family’s prosperity, the house is wood frame 
with lapped weatherboards and not a log structure. The lumber was sawn by an early DeKalb 
County sawmill (Jones, 72). Also suggesting artisan-level work, the interior doors of the house 
featured a decorative faux wood-grained finish.  
 
In a testament to the work of the Atlanta Historical Society’s Tullie Smith House Restoration 
Committee, the period outbuildings selected and brought to the Smith Farm Landmark Building 
/ Site are also of high-quality craftsmanship. Additionally, the blacksmith shop and privy, while 
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all modern reconstructions of 19th-century period architecture, were built with high-quality 
materials, period methods, and skilled artistry. 
 
(8) The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site uses methods of construction that are seldom seen 
in surviving historical buildings in Atlanta. The Tullie Smith House and its kitchen are built with 
traditional braced wood frame construction and lapped weatherboards. The framing features 
mortised, tenoned, and pegged connections, as well as half-dovetail connections where joists 
meet many of the sills.  
 
The wood frame dairy, thought to be the earliest structure on the current site, is covered in 
weatherboard siding with decorative, rounded, applied edges, while the wood frame smoke 
house features a pointed finial at the peak of its hipped roof. The enslaved people’s cabin, the 
barn, and the double corn crib are all simpler-but-solid log buildings, with hand-hewn logs in a 
half-dovetail construction.  
 
These construction methods are rarities today. 
 
(9) The Tullie Smith House represents an intact “plantation-plain” type house with a high 
degree of integrity. Plantation-plain type houses were one of the earliest house types in 
Georgia. (Brooks, 6-7). 
 
There are a few examples of 19th-century plantation-plain type houses remaining in the Atlanta 
area (the Steele-Cobb House in Decatur and the Wynne-Russell House in Lilburn being two of 
them). Far fewer of the survivors are accompanied by period outbuildings that create the 
complete setting of a mid-19th-century Georgia farm. Still, fewer are farms of the era open to 
the public for educational purposes. 
 
(10) The character-defining elements of an historic farm are all present at the Smith Farm 
Landmark Building / Site. The site successfully presents life on farms once common in the 
Piedmont region of Georgia by including not only intact structures, but also a working field crop 
area, an enslaved people’s garden, a swept yard planted with heirloom flowers, and a poultry 
house with turkey and chickens. Heritage breed sheep and goats are kept at the historic barn, 
and interpreters who interact with visitors help to educate about farm life from more than a 
150 years ago.  
 
Group III – Cultural Significance: 
(Three (3) total criteria – if qualifying under this group alone, at least one (1) criterion must be 
met, as well as at least three (3) criteria from Groups I and II) 
 
The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site meets two (2) criteria: 
 
(1) Since its opening in 1972, the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site has provided a learning 
opportunity for generations of Atlantans and visitors to our city, including more than 700,000 
schoolchildren on school tours for kindergarten through 5th grade and general visitors of all 
ages.  
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More broadly, the Atlanta History Center serves more than 40,000 Atlanta metro area students 
each year through on-site and off-site educational programs. State education standards form 
the basis for a dynamic mix of on-site school tours, virtual school tours, Characters in the 
Classroom presentations, Traveling History Trunks, homeschool programs, and summer camps. 
Each offering helps students learn interactively about different periods in our shared history, 
including Native American life and culture, the Civil War and Reconstruction, 19th-century 
Georgia, the World Wars, the Civil Rights Movement, and the Vietnam War.  
 
The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site is a core part of tours developed for schoolchildren, 
which—when combined with those who have experienced the Smith Farm as general visitors— 
has helped create multigenerational awareness of the Smith Farm among Metro Atlanta 
residents.  
 
(3) The buildings at the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site have significant design and 
material integrity, which leaves the historic character of the buildings intact.  
 
In its present-day description of the Georgia Farm Life tour for schoolchildren, which takes 
place at the Smith Farm, the History Center says students will, “journey to Smith Farm to learn 
about life on a 19th-century slave-holding farm. Learn about the lives of enslaved peoples 
through historic buildings, tactile experiences, and exciting encounters with museum 
interpreters. From foodways and music to blacksmithing and woodworking, this tour provides a 
unique opportunity for exploration and engagement.” (Atlanta History Center, 1).  
 
The Georgia Farm Life tour and all other programs at the farm are given authenticity by the 
Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site’s structures. While it is true that programs and 
experiences about 19th-century farming, 1861 Atlanta, the experience of enslaved people, and 
the Civil War can take place in a modern setting like a school classroom, the ability to touch and 
feel preserved 19th-century farm structures create lasting, meaningful experiences for visitors. 
It is because of these structures that “time travel,” in a sense, is achieved.  
 

 
2. MINIMUM FINDINGS 
 
The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site (LBS) meets the specific criteria referenced in Section 
#1 of this report (“Eligibility Criteria”). Further, as more fully described in this Designation 
Report, the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site (LBS) also meets the “minimum criteria” for a 
Landmark Building / Site (LBS) as set out in Section 16-20.004(b)(1) of the Code of Ordinances of 
the City as follows:    
 
Section 16-20.004(b)(1): 
The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site possesses an integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association, taking into account the integrity of the 
cumulative physical changes that occurred during the entire period of significance: 1972-2021.  
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Section 16-20.004(b)(1)(a) – (c):  
a.   The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site (LBS) is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history, particularly its association with 
pre-Civil War European settlement patterns in the metropolitan Atlanta area and the use of 
“living history” museums as educational tools for the general public in general and school 
age children in particular; and    

 
c.  The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site (LBS) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 

type, period, or method of construction, particularly its association with the buildings of pre-
Civil War European settlement in the metropolitan Atlanta area and buildings that are a part 
of “living history” museums as educational tools for the general public in general and school 
age children in particular.   

 
3. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY 
 
Summary Description: 
 
a.  Date of construction and source(s) used to determine date: 

ca. 1825 Dairy (physical evidence, comparable structures, estimation) 
ca. 1845 Tullie Smith House (physical evidence, family and public records, comparable 

structures, estimation) 
ca. 1845 Kitchen (physical evidence, family and public records, comparable structures, 

estimation)   
ca. 1850 Enslaved People’s Cabin (physical evidence, comparable structures, estimation) 
ca. 1850 Corn Crib (physical evidence, comparable structures, estimation) 
ca. 1850 Barn (physical evidence, comparable structures, estimation) 
ca. 1850 Smoke House (physical evidence, comparable structures, estimation) 
1978 Blacksmith’s Shop (Atlanta History Center records) 
2004 Privy (Atlanta History Center records) 
2015 Chicken Coop (Atlanta History Center records) 

 
b.  Dates(s) of significant/major exterior alterations and/or additions:  

Tullie Smith House— 
Breezeway between house and kitchen added, ca. 1850s-1860s 
Shed porch added to front of house, ca. 1860 
Front door, stairs relocated, central hall created, ca. 1885 
Windows on front of house lengthened, ca. 1925 
Indoor plumbing (bathroom) added in breezeway between house and kitchen, 1946 
Electricity added, central hall removed, ca. 1935 
Bathroom and kitchen added as rooms inside house, ca. 1955 
Relocation to Atlanta Historical Society and restoration, 1969-1973 
Fire sprinklers added, cosmetic restoration, 2005 
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Tullie Smith House Kitchen— 
Breezeway between house and kitchen added, ca. 1850s-1860s 
Enlargement of breezeway to accommodate bathroom, 1946 
Demolition of breezeway, 1969 
Relocation to Atlanta Historical Society and restoration, 1969-1973 
Fire sprinklers added, cosmetic restoration, 2005 
 
Enslaved People’s Cabin— 
Replacement of roof with tin material, ca. 1920s 
Relocation to Atlanta Historical Society and restoration, 1973 
Fire sprinklers added, 2005 
 
Corn Crib— 
Relocation to Atlanta Historical Society and restoration, 1972 
Sill logs replaced (3), 2005, 2021 
 
Barn— 
Relocation to Atlanta Historical Society and restoration, 1972 
 
Smoke House— 
Relocation to Atlanta Historical Society and restoration, 1978 
 
Dairy— 
Relocation to Atlanta Historical Society and restoration, 1978 
 
Blacksmith’s Shop— 
No exterior alterations and/or additions since 1978 construction 
 
Privy— 
No exterior alterations and/or additions since 2004 construction 
 
Chicken Coop— 
No exterior alterations and/or additions since 2015 construction 
 

Detailed Description: 
The Smith Farm was principally assembled during the period 1969-1978 when Atlanta History 
Center relocated structures to the campus to create a period 19th-century farm for educational 
purposes. It is situated on the eastern side of the Atlanta History Center’s main campus on 
West Paces Ferry Road in the Buckhead area of Atlanta.  
 
The ca. 1845 Tullie Smith House is a plantation-plain type vernacular farmhouse. As such, it has 
a two-story front and a one-story rear, exterior end chimneys and fireplaces made of brick 
(reconstructed on site), and doors and glazed windows aligned to provide light and ventilation. 
The Smith House is also an “I” house, meaning it is two rooms deep, one-room depth, and two 
stories in height.  
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Research indicates that when originally constructed, the weatherboard exteriors of the house 
and kitchen were unpainted, although they were later whitewashed, then painted. Today, the 
boards are painted in a whitewash color intended to look authentic but without the 
maintenance concerns of real whitewash. The front section of the house has a gable-end roof 
and a wide, shed-roofed front porch complete with a period feature known as a “parson’s 
room” added sometime after the house’s initial construction, perhaps as early as the 1850s, but 
most likely ca. 1860 (Brooks, 6-7, and Jones 78-79). The house and kitchen both have wood 
shingle roofs. 
 
The interior of the house features a hall-and-parlor plan, common in plantation-plain type 
houses. Aside from the parson’s room, the rooms of the lower level of the house consist of a 
hall room (set up for dining), a best room (also called a best bedroom), an office room, a room 
where a working loom resides, and a former closet turned into a small bathroom. The upstairs 
consists of two rooms which were originally the children’s bedrooms, but today function as 
offices for staff and a staging room. Interior walls and ceilings are tongue-and-groove wood 
boards, painted to resemble whitewash. An internal staircase links the two floors. Floors are 
exposed wood. Period furniture and a working loom are on display on the lower level. Beneath 
the lower level is a cellar, accessed by an exterior entrance (Jones, 96-104). The structure is on 
the National Register of Historic Places (National Park Service, 1-5). 
 
The detached kitchen also has an exterior covered in weatherboard siding, with the boards 
painted a whitewash color, and a wood-shingled roof. Research indicates that it was 
constructed contemporaneously with the Tullie Smith House. It features a large working 
fieldstone fireplace, a hearth, and a chimney, reconstructed at the History Center. Walls are 
exposed, with the back sides of the wood siding and studs painted a whitewash color. Three 
glazed windows and a single door provide access and ventilation to the kitchen. It was attached 
to the house by means of a breezeway, although it is thought that the breezeway was 
constructed well after the house. The floor is exposed wood. Beneath the floor is a cellar, 
accessed by an exterior entrance (Jones, 103-105, and Brooks, 7-9). The building is used for 
period cooking demonstrations.  
 
The ca. 1850 enslaved people’s cabin at the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site was moved to 
its current location from the Cliftondale area of south Fulton County in 1973. The structure 
consists of hand-hewn logs with half-dovetail connections, with chinking between each of the 
logs. The building sits on stacked stone piers. It includes a full-length front porch and a 
corresponding small porch and exterior stairs on the rear of the dwelling. The interior of the 
main floor (which is a single room) includes a working fireplace and cooking hearth with 
chimney, and a second-floor loft accessed by a ladder. The walls are covered with authentic 
whitewash. The wood flooring of the main floor is nailed directly to the sill logs which support 
the house. The logs are, in turn, supported by ersatz stone piers. The roof is wooden shakes. 
The windows are unglazed and are instead closed by wooden shutters (Bealer and Ellis, 102).  
 
The ca. 1850 corn crib at the Smith Farm  Landmark Building / Site is a double-crib or two-crib 
design with a central alley. It consists of hand-hewn logs joined together by half-dovetail 
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connections and has gable ends. To accommodate a hill (at its original location and at the 
Atlanta History Center), the left crib is eight logs high, and the right crib is seven logs high. It has 
a wooden shake roof. It is supported by sill logs that sit on stacked stone piers (Bealer and Ellis, 
101).  
 
Another log structure, the ca. 1850 barn at the Smith Farm, also has a crib for storing livestock 
feed, a hayloft, and four interior stalls. Originally from the same farm as the corn crib, the barn 
consists of hand-hewn logs joined together by half-dovetail connections. The hayloft is accessed 
by an exterior staircase. The barn, which is also supported by stacked stone piers, is surrounded 
on three sides by wooden post-and-rail fencing to create a barnyard for livestock. The roof is 
wooden shakes (Bealer and Ellis, 102-106).  
 
According to Jody Cook, who in 1976 wrote a master’s thesis on the Smith Farm restoration 
while a student at the University of Georgia (and whose mother Bettijo Cook was one of the 
leaders of the project), both the barn and corn crib came from the same farm near Kingston, 
Georgia, in Bartow County. They were moved to the Smith Farm at the Atlanta Historical 
Society in late 1972. They were both dismantled piece by piece, trucked to the site, then 
reassembled in their current locations (Cook. 69). 
 
The ca.1850 smoke house, moved to Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site from a farm near 
Sparta in Hancock County, is an essential structure on a farm of the era (as smoking and salting 
were the only ways to preserve meat). The smoke house is a symmetrical wood frame 
structure, with sawn and painted wooden weatherboard siding, and a wooden shingled, hipped 
roof with a center finial. It has a single door entrance with a stone step—and no other windows 
or doors. The wooden siding and studs of the exterior walls are exposed on the inside of the 
structure, as are the rafters which hold up the roof. It has a dirt floor. The interior is blackened 
with soot (Brooks, 8). 
 
The ca. 1825 wood frame dairy, moved from another farm near Sparta in Hancock County in 
1978, is covered in sawn, painted, weatherboard siding. Unlike any other weatherboard-sided 
buildings at the farm, the bottom edges of the weatherboards on the dairy are finished with 
rounded beads. A detail more common to Virginia than Georgia, there is both an aesthetic and 
a practical reason for this treatment. The beading added refinement and helped prevent the 
splintering of the bottom of the weatherboards (Loth, 1). The dairy features a wooden shingle 
roof, an exposed wooden floor, a single door, and a single glazed window. It is without a 
chimney or fireplace. 
 
The blacksmith’s shop is a reconstruction completed in 1978 based upon author Alex Bealer's 
design and was patterned after a county seat-sized wheelwright’s shop. Built with hand tools 
and the timber framing methods of the mid-1800s, it consists of a simple, rectangular wood-
framed-and-sided shed with a center opening on each side; gaps between the wooden sides 
also provide added ventilation. The roof is covered in wooden shakes. The foundation is piled 
stone. It includes a bellows that is more than one-hundred years old and anvils and post vises 
that are more than ninety years old (Brooks, 8). 
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The wood frame privy on the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site is a 2004 reconstruction of 
an 1860s double privy found in Washington County, Georgia. It is built of sawn lumber with 
decorative details and a wood-shingled roof. A louver over the door and the six-pointed star in 
the ceiling provide ventilation. It is nonfunctional (Auchmutey, A1 and A8). 
 
A simple wood frame chicken coop, constructed of lapped, unpainted oak siding and a wire-
covered pen, was built in 2015 to house heritage-breed birds. These include Standard Bronze, a 
domesticated breed that closely resembles Georgia’s wild turkeys, and Rhode Island Red and 
Plymouth Rock chickens, heritage breeds originating in the 19th century. 

 
4. PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The period of interpretation for the buildings within the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site 
(LBS) is from the time of construction of the Tullie Smith House in ca. 1845 through the end of 
the Civil War in 1865. The History Center’s primary interpretational focus for Smith Farm is farm 
life in 1861 in Piedmont Georgia.  
 
The period of significance for the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site (LBS) designation is from 
1972 until the present (2021), the era in which the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site has 
been open to the public as a living history farm within the City of Atlanta. 

 
5. NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT 
 
The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site is located on the grounds of the Atlanta History 
Center. The Atlanta Historical Society—the parent name of the organization that governs the 
Atlanta History Center today--relocated to the site of the Swan House, the Edward Inman 
estate, in Atlanta’s Buckhead area in 1966.  
 
Through the years, the Atlanta History Center has grown significantly. Today, Atlanta History 
Center occupies a thirty-three-acre tract on West Paces Ferry Road between Slaton Drive to the 
east and Andrews Drive to the west. A portion of the Atlanta History Center property contains 
another City of Atlanta Landmark Building / Site already, the Swan House Landmark Building / 
Site. 
 
The proposed Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site is located on the eastern side of the 
property. It is bordered on the north by Atlanta History Center’s main service entrance, to the 
east by Slaton Drive, to the west by the Mary Howard Gilbert Memorial Quarry Garden, and to 
the south by a pathway and an unnamed tributary of Peachtree Creek which is fed by a nearby 
spring. That spring helped give Atlanta’s Buckhead area its name.   
 
Henry Irby built and operated a tavern and grocery, “at what is now the northwest corner of 
West Paces Ferry and Roswell roads,” notes historian Franklin Garrett. Likely in early 1840 a 
hunter, “perhaps Irby himself, shot a large buck at a bold spring just south of Paces Ferry Road 
and a few hundred feet west of Peachtree Road,” or near the sites of today’s One Buckhead 
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Plaza and the St. Regis Hotel. The deer’s head was mounted on a post outside of Irby’s tavern 
and it eventually became a landmark of sorts. The area acquired a name as people began to 
refer to the area as “Buckhead” (Garrett, 160). 
 
The Buckhead area surrounding the Atlanta History Center is primarily residential, with large 
single-family residential homes constructed in the period 1930s-1980s. The east side of the 
Atlanta History Center property is bordered by Slaton Drive. A series of townhomes is located 
on Slaton Drive, across the street from the Smith Farm Landmark Building /Site. 
 
The Atlanta History Museum, the History Center’s largest building at 174,991 square feet, is 
located on the north side of the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site. This facility includes 
classrooms, public programming spaces, 20,000 square feet of collections storage areas, and 
60,500 square feet of exhibit galleries, as well as the Kennedy Theater (200 seats) and the 
Grand Overlook, a large special events facility (9,000 square feet). In 2019, the Museum 
building was expanded to include the Battle of Atlanta Cyclorama painting and a railroads 
exhibit centered around the Western & Atlantic locomotive Texas. Many of the exhibitions in 
the building dovetail with the interpretation of the Smith Farm. 
 
The Atlanta History Center stands squarely between commercial Buckhead and the residential 
district along West Paces Ferry, with two small exceptions. The corner of Slaton Drive and West 
Paces Ferry Road contains two smaller business structures, a two-story bank and a three-story 
real estate office. Otherwise, the neighborhood is residential. 
 
 

6. OCCUPANCY / USE OF THE PROPERTY 
 
The occupancy and use of the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site has remained the same 
since the site opened to the public in 1972 as a living history farm. 

 
7. HISTORY AND NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site helps visitors learn about significant cultural patterns 
by preserving the stories and traditions of enslaved Blacks on farms before the Civil War and 
telling the stories of the farm families of Scots-Irish descent who farmed in the Georgia 
Piedmont during the middle 19th century.  
 
The preservation of the historic farm structures and setting them up as a working farm 
demonstration created the means for telling these important narratives in an authentic setting. 
 
The ca. 1845 Tullie Smith House and its detached kitchen attest to the stories of Robert Hiram 
and Elizabeth Smith, their children, and the enslaved people who lived and worked on the farm 
in Piedmont Georgia. Robert Hiram Smith, who built the Tullie Smith House, was, “a farmer who 
owned 11 slaves [in 1846; this number increased to 13 by 1861] and cultivated about two 
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hundred acres in DeKalb County. Hogs and cattle ranged freely on the other 600 acres.” 
(Ambrose, Leathem, and Smith, 1).  
 
The Smiths, their children, and the enslaved people raised dairy cattle, some beef cattle, and 
sheep. They also produced butter, honey, oats, potatoes, and corn, and grew a few acres of 
cotton.  
 
Robert and Elizabeth Smith owned the farm until Robert died in 1875. The farm was 
subsequently divided up and sold off, with Elizabeth moving to a home in Gwinnett County.  
 
In November 1881, a 160-acre portion of Robert Hiram Smith’s farm was brought back into the 
Smith family. William Berry Smith (Robert Hiram Smith’s grandson) and his wife Mary Ella 
purchased a tract that included the farmhouse, its kitchen, and other farm buildings.  
 
William and Mary Ella Smith added to these holdings over the years. They bought 50 adjacent 
acres and added them to the farm in 1883, then purchased 84.5 more in 1888, and obtained 
another 6 in 1890. This brought the total acreage of the farm back to 350 acres (Jones, 54-55). 
The farm would ultimately be passed on to one of their daughters, Tullie Vilenah Smith. 
 
Originally located on North Druid Hills Road, east of I-85, the farmhouse and its detached 
kitchen were threatened by impending development in the late 1960s. Because the last 
resident of the house was also a well-known resident of DeKalb County who was active in civic 
organizations, possessed a “larger-than-life” personality, and was known as “Miss Tullie,” the 
farmhouse ultimately came to be called the “Tullie Smith House.” Miss Tullie was the great-
granddaughter of Robert Hiram and Elizabeth Smith. 
 
On July 27, 1967, with the death of Ms. Smith at the age of eighty-one, the future of the 
farmhouse and its kitchen became an open question. 
 
Much of the land that had once been part of Robert and Elizabeth Smith’s DeKalb County farm 
had already been sold off by then. As Atlanta’s network of expressways was built and expanded 
following World War II (and especially the Northeast Expressway), the old Smith farm site on 
North Druid Hills Road rapidly found itself in a new suburban setting, rather than its previously 
rural one (Jones, 64-66).  
 
No formal plans had been left to preserve the house or any other remaining structures. 
However, conversations between Tullie Smith and the Atlanta Historical Society did take place 
before her death. She was a friend of the late Franklin Garrett, who was also keenly interested 
in preserving the house (Jones, 66 and Sparks “Oldest,” 24).  
 
Another person who had befriended Ms. Smith through the years was Mills B. Lane Jr., 
president of Citizens & Southern National Bank (C&S). The then-owner of the ca. 1835 Swanton 
House in Decatur and a preservationist, Lane had preliminary discussions with Smith about 
preserving the house prior to her death.  
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In early 1969, the executor of Ms. Smith’s will, Roscoe Pickett, approached Lane again about 
the Tullie Smith House. By March of that year, Pickett and Lane had come up with a plan. Lane 
told Pickett, “… If members of the family and the executor of the estate want to see the house 
moved and preserved, if you’ll give the house to the house to the historical society, I’ll give the 
money for moving it.” (Jones, 83, and Sparks “Oldest,” 22) 
 
With leadership from Mrs. Ivan Allen Jr. (the wife of Atlanta’s then-mayor and a civic leader in 
her own right), the Atlanta Historical Society began planning for the move of the Tullie Smith 
House and the kitchen to the grounds of the Swan House in Buckhead. This was a significant 
undertaking for the Historical Society, given the timing. The organization had acquired and 
preserved the iconic Philip Shutze-designed Swan House just three years before, in 1966.  
 
Nonetheless, the Historical Society was up to the task—and it moved quickly. By September 
1969, landscape architects Dan Franklin and Ed Daugherty were hard at work identifying and 
creating a site on the Historical Society’s Buckhead acreage for the Tullie Smith House and the 
kitchen building (Jones, 83-84).  
 
By October of that year, general contractor Marvin M. Black Company and its subcontractors 
Sullivan Movers and Hercules House Movers had moved both the Tullie Smith House and the 
kitchen to the new site at the Historical Society (Jones, 84). To facilitate the move, the house 
was partially dismantled. The first story was moved intact, while the second story was 
dismantled, piece by piece. Careful numbering of the boards from the upper floor, which was 
done as it was dismantled, and a series of pre-move photographs helped ensure the house 
could be put back together correctly (Cook, 48-49). Once it arrived at the Atlanta Historical 
Society, the Tullie Smith House obtained the instant status of being the oldest house in Atlanta. 
 
Today, the hard work that the Smiths and the enslaved people performed on the farm in the 
years before the Civil War is exhibited, albeit on a small scale, to provide a glimpse into life on a 
Georgia Piedmont farm of the era. Crops and livestock are raised, cooking demonstrations take 
place in the kitchen, and craft demonstrations (such as spinning and weaving) take place in the 
house.  
 
The ca. 1850 preserved enslaved people’s cabin on the site contributes a powerful dimension 
to the story of farming in the South prior to the Civil War. In this simple, single-room log 
structure (interpreted as a slave dwelling, although the structure might originally have been a 
white settler’s cabin), visitors gain a better understanding of the life of the enslaved on a 
Southern farm before the Civil War (1861), impacts and traditions of enslaved Blacks, and their 
resistance.  
 
As with the stories of Robert and Elizabeth Smith, the stories of the lives of enslaved people 
who lived on Piedmont Georgian farms during this time are told here.  
 
The cabin is furnished in much the same way the two dwellings for the enslaved people on the 
Smiths’ farm would have been. Typically, furnishings would have been made by the enslaved 
people or cast off from the Smiths and the interior is presented to reflect this. The cabin's single 
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room served as living, cooking, and sleeping space for those who lived there. A wooden ladder 
leads to a loft where, typically, enslaved children could sleep. 
 
The upper Piedmont area of Georgia in the 1860s consisted mainly of small farms, mills, and 
factories. The majority of people enslaved in the Atlanta area were field laborers on farms like 
the Smiths’, while a few were skilled workers. 
 
Outside of the enslaved people’s cabin, a garden is also part of the interpretation program 
centered on the cabin. Slaveholding farmers, such as the Smiths, often permitted enslaved 
people to grow their own food crops to supplement their rations. Crops, including okra and 
black-eyed peas—both of which originated in Africa—were grown, effectively keeping African 
culture alive during slavery.  
 
The other historic structures at the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site (corn crib, barn, smoke 
house, and dairy), and the reconstructed buildings (blacksmith’s shop, privy, and chicken coop) 
also contribute to the preservation of these cultural patterns by helping to create a complete 
working farm. 
 
The buildings at the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site are buildings that are of an extremely 
rare style in Atlanta. No other mid-19th-century farm buildings are known to be extant within 
the city.  
 
The plantation-plain type architecture of the Tullie Smith House, the weatherboard-sided 
ancillary buildings, such as the dairy, and the hand-hewn log structures, including the corn crib, 
represent farms located at the edges of the city before the Civil War. Although the Tullie Smith 
House and the outbuildings that make up today’s Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site are not 
original to Atlanta’s city limits, the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site houses some of the 
oldest, rarest structures in Atlanta today. 
 
Education has been the primary goal at the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site from the 
beginning. In 1970, the Tullie Smith House Restoration Committee was appointed by the 
Atlanta Historical Society’s president Beverly DuBose Jr. to oversee the restoration of the Tullie 
Smith House and kitchen at its new location. The members of the committee eventually 
included Mrs. Bettijo Hogan Cook (chair), Mrs. Ivan Allen Jr., Mr. Edward L. Daugherty, Mr. Dan 
Franklin, Mr. Franklin Garrett, Mrs. Florence Griffin, Mrs. Mary Gregory Jewett, Mrs. Alex Hitz, 
Miss Isabell Johnson, Mrs. Mills B. Lane Jr., Mrs. Sally Hawkins, Mr. James Means, Mrs. Thomas 
E. Martin Jr., Mr. William R. Mitchell Jr., and Mrs. John C. Symmes, (Jones, 85).   
 
Early in the effort to create a living history farm on the grounds of the Atlanta Historical Society, 
this group was clear that the house's interpretation must be factually and intellectually honest. 
Minutes of the committee reveal the position, “that literary license could not be used in the 
restoration of the house, that the house could not be romanticized to fit someone’s personal 
view of the past, but rather it must be an historically accurate representation of early farm life 
in Atlanta. …” (Jones, 85).  
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Another committee, the Junior League of Atlanta’s research committee chaired by Mrs. Paul 
Hawkins, worked in parallel with the main committee. In addition to brainpower and legwork to 
find furnishings for the house and kitchen, the Junior League provided a $9,000.00 grant to help 
fund the restoration efforts (Sparks “Tullie Smith’s,” 14, 17).  
 
Contractor W. Adrian Leavell of Marietta was selected to put the house back together on its 
new site (Cook, 62). Additional restoration work was contracted to a carpenter named William 
Thomas Moore Jr. (Jones, vi). The tab for the move, the restoration work, plus landscaping, 
eventually cost the Historical Society a total of a little over $88,000.00, not counting the value 
of extensive donated volunteer labor (Jones, 86). The cost equates to $568,375.70 in 2021 
dollars. 
 
While the restoration of the Tullie Smith House was underway, the house's former location on 
North Druid Hills Road in DeKalb County continued to commercialize. The house site (2222 
North Druid Hills Road) became the location of a branch of the Citizens & Southern National 
Bank (C&S) with a slightly different address, 2223 North Druid Hills Road. Today, the branch 
continues to be operated by the corporate successor of C&S, Bank of America (Jones, 107).  
 
The Tullie Smith House opened to the public at its new site on the grounds of the Atlanta 
Historical Society on April 10, 1972, (Sparks “Tullie Smith’s,” 14). Its interior was furnished with 
period pieces sourced by the Tullie Smith House Restoration Committee. The exterior of the 
house was surrounded by a newly built picket fence and a flower yard with period plantings. 
Craft demonstrations, including spinning, weaving, and rug-hooking, were also featured right 
from the start (Atlanta Constitution, 6-B).  
 
By 1973, a ca. 1850 corn crib and a ca. 1850 barn which had been identified on a farm in Bartow 
County and were moved to the Smith Farm site, again primarily through the efforts of Tullie 
Smith House Restoration Committee volunteers using donated funds (Atlanta Journal and 
Constitution Staff “Rug Hooking,” 11-S). The following year, a ca. 1850 building thought to be a 
former enslaved people’s cabin was relocated to the Smith Farm by the Historical Society using 
funds donated by the Poppy Garden Club (Atlanta Journal and Constitution Staff “… From Out 
of the Past,” 1-F). 
 
While the last historic building was relocated to the Smith Farm Landmark Historic / Site in 
1974, the efforts to expand the teaching opportunities continued (and continue today) in 
significant ways.  
 
In 1978, Alex Bealer, another volunteer, noted author, and the founder of the Tullie Smith 
Blacksmith Guild, designed a period reconstruction of a blacksmith shop. Bealer constructed it 
with other volunteers on the Smith Farm site. The new building was open by October of that 
year, providing an excellent venue for demonstrations of the art of blacksmithing (Atlanta 
Journal and Constitution Staff “Calendar,” 6-T). 
 
Modern reconstructions of more minor period structures (a privy and a chicken coop) were 
erected in 2004 and 2015, respectively. 
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Today, the farm site hosts tens of thousands of visitors yearly who come to learn about the lives 
of the residents of a 19th-century farm in the Piedmont region of Georgia. In addition to its 
successful function as a working farm and a window into the past, in many ways the Smith Farm 
Landmark Building / Site also represents an important and tangible example of the power and 
potential of historic preservation, philanthropy, and civic volunteerism in Atlanta.  
 
Non-contributing structures at the Smith Farm are the 1978-reconstructed blacksmith shop, 
the 2004-reconstructed privy, and a utilitarian chicken coop constructed in 2015 that used 19th-
century poultry houses as its basis of design. 
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9. CONTRIBUTING/NON-CONTRIBUTING ELEMENTS 

 

Contributing structures to the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site include the ca. 1845 Tullie 
Smith House, its ca. 1845 detached kitchen, ca. 1850 enslaved people’s cabin, the ca. 1850 
corn crib, the ca. 1850 barn, the ca. 1850 smoke house, and the ca. 1825 dairy. Further, the 
landscape spaces between the aforementioned contributing buildings and associated site 
features are also considered contributing to the Landmark Building / Site as they were 
developed during the period of significance (after 1972) as elements of the educational 
function of the site.  Due to their ages, the structures the blacksmith’s shop, the privy, and the 
chicken coop are non-contributing, but are essential components as a living history farm. 

 
 
10. POTENTIAL FOR TRANSFER OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS AND  
 ECONOMIC INCENTIVES 
 
The proposed Smith Farm Landmark Building /Site already takes advantage of economic 
incentives available to its nonprofit owner, the Atlanta Historical Society, including exemption 
from property tax. 
 
As the property is exempt from taxation, it would not benefit from either the Landmark Historic 
Property Tax Abatement Program or the City/County Urban Enterprise Zone Tax Abatement 
Program. 
 
Regarding Transfer of Development Rights (TDR), the Atlanta History Center’s campus operates 
with a City of Atlanta Special Use Permit (U-15-08) as a Community Center under Section 16-
05.005(1)(k) of the City of Atlanta Zoning Ordinance. The underlying zoning for the parcel is R-3. 
As a result, the Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site is not eligible for density transfers under 
the Zoning Ordinance.   
 
The Atlanta Historical Society benefits from the ability to solicit donations afforded through its 
501 (c)(3) tax status under the Internal Revenue Service code. 
 
 

11. GENERAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
 
The boundary of the proposed Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site is generally described as 
follows: 
 
ALL OF THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND LYING AND BEING IN LAND LOT 99 OF THE 17TH 
DISTRICT, CITY OF ATLANTA, OF FULTON COUNTY, GEORGIA AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:   
 
TO REACH THE POINT OF BEGINNING COMMENCE FROM AT A POINT FORMED BY THE 
INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTHERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF WEST PACES FERRY ROAD (50-FOOT 
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RIGHT-OF-WAY) AND THE NORTHWESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF SLATON DRIVE (50-FOOT 
RIGHT-OF-WAY) AND PROCEED ALONG THE NORTHWESTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY OF SLATON 
DRIVE (50-FOOT RIGHT-OF-WAY) THE FOLLOWING COURSES AND DISTANCES; 
 
1.  38.65 FEET ALONG THE ARC OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, SAID CURVE HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 35.56 FEET AND BEING SUBTENDED BY A CHORD OF SOUTH 05°31'44" EAST, 36.78 FEET TO 
A POINT;  
2.  38.17 FEET ALONG THE ARC OF A CURVE TO THE RIGHT, SAID CURVE HAVING A RADIUS 
OF 715.74 FEET AND BEING SUBTENDED BY A CHORD OF SOUTH 27°08'27" WEST, 38.17 FEET 
TO A POINT;  
3.  SOUTH 28°40'07" WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 309.38 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.     
 
FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING THUS ESTABLISHED; CONTINUE ALONG THE NORTHWESTERLY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY OF SLATON DRIVE (50-FOOT RIGHT-OF-WAY) SOUTH 28°40'07" WEST FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 42.26 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE DEPARTING THE NORTHWESTERLY RIGHT-OF-
WAY OF SLATON DRIVE (50-FOOT RIGHT-OF-WAY) NORTH 78°18'09" WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 
166.52 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE NORTH 68°54'12" WEST FOR A DISTANCE OF 161.47 FEET TO 
A POINT; THENCE NORTH 08°36'48" EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 127.10 FEET TO A POINT; 
THENCE SOUTH 77°25'49" EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 223.92 FEET TO A POINT; THENCE SOUTH 
36°11'38" EAST FOR A DISTANCE OF 163.24 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.  
 
SAID TRACT OR PARCEL CONTAINING 0.97558 OF AN ACRE OR 42,496 SQUARE FEET.  
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12. BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
 
The proposed Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site encompasses the area of the Atlanta History 
Center campus at 130 W. Paces Ferry Road, NW, where the collection of farm buildings are 
currently located.    The area is outlined in the drawing below. 
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13. GENERAL VICINITY MAP AND PLAT MAP 
 
The area outlined in red in the vicinity map / aerial photograph below represents the Atlanta 
History Center’s overall 33-acre campus.  

 
 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENT “A” TO NOMINATION RESOLUTION FOR N-21-363 / D-21-363 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Designation Report: Smith Farm Landmark Building /Site (LBS) - Page 22 of 57 

 

The Smith Farm Landmark Building / Site, represented in the heavy black line on the survey / 
plat below, would represent 0.97558 of an acre within the overall Atlanta History Center site.  
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14. DRAWINGS OF STRUCTURES    
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15. PHOTOS OF STRUCTURES (All: Atlanta History Center collection) 
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Exterior of ca. 1845 Tullie Smith House 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
 

 
Close-up view of peg used in framing of Tullie Smith House 
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Tullie Smith House on its original site, DeKalb County, Georgia, 1880s 

 
 

 
Ca. 1845 Tullie Smith House on its original site on N. Druid Hills Road, 1960s 
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Another view of the Tullie Smith House and its detached kitchen  

on its original site on N. Druid Hills Road 
 

 
Close-up view of detached kitchen on its original site on N. Druid Hills Road before house and 

kitchen were moved to the Atlanta Historical Society, 1969.  
Note breezeway that by then connected the house and the kitchen. 
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Moving ca. 1845 Tullie Smith House to Atlanta Historical Society, 1969. 

The upper floor of the house was completely disassembled,  
while the lower floor was moved largely intact. 

 
Disassembly of ca. 1845 Tullie Smith House for move to Atlanta Historical Society, 1969.  

This is the shed roof covering the two rear first floor rooms.  
Note encroachment of modern development in background. 
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Exterior view of detached kitchen of ca. 1845 Tullie Smith House 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
 

 
Tullie Smith House and its detached kitchen 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
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Cooking demonstrations in the Tullie Smith House’s detached kitchen 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
. 

 
Ca. 1850 enslaved people’s cabin at Smith Farm 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
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Ca. 1850 enslaved people’s cabin in original site in Cliftondale prior to its move  

to Smith Farm at Atlanta History Center, 1973 
 
 

 
Programming, porch of the enslaved people’s cabin at Smith Farm 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
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Photo showing siting of enslaved people’s cabin 

Tullie Smith House and its detached kitchen, and field crop area 
Atlanta History Center, present day. 

 

 
Ca. 1850 corn crib at Smith Farm 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
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Ca. 1850 barn at Smith Farm 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
 
 
 

 
Period-breed livestock at barn at Smith Farm 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
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Ca. 1825 dairy building at Smith Farm 
Atlanta History Center, present day. 

 
 

 
Ca. 1850 smoke house at Smith Farm 
Atlanta History Center, present day. 
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Reconstructed blacksmith shop at Smith Farm 

Atlanta History Center, present day.  
 
 

 

 
Blacksmithing demonstration, Smith Farm 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 
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Reconstructed 19th century privy, Smith Farm 

Atlanta History Center, present day. 

 

 

 
The enslaved people’s cabin and field crop area at the Smith Farm Atlanta History Center, 
present day.  The farm provides a stark contrast to the modern commercial buildings and 

residences which surround it within Atlanta today. 

16. EXHIBITS 
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The Tullie Smith House opening was big news.  
Wire service UPI provided the story to news outlets beyond Atlanta.  

This clipping is from the Indianapolis News, May 31, 1972. 
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Atlanta Journal and Constitution Magazine ran a feature on the opening of  
the Tullie Smith House 

“Tullie Smith’s Housewarming,” Sunday, April 2, 1972. 
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Atlanta Journal and Constitution Magazine ran a feature on the opening of  
the Tullie Smith House, Sunday, April 2, 1972, continued. 
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Atlanta Journal and Constitution Magazine ran a feature on the opening of  
the Tullie Smith House, Sunday, April 2, 1972, continued. 



ATTACHMENT “A” TO NOMINATION RESOLUTION FOR N-21-363 / D-21-363 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Designation Report: Smith Farm Landmark Building /Site (LBS) - Page 47 of 57 

 

 
 

 
Atlanta Journal and Constitution Magazine ran a feature on the opening of  

the Tullie Smith House, Sunday, April 2, 1972, continued. 
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Atlanta Journal and Constitution Magazine ran a feature on the opening of  
the Tullie Smith House, Sunday, April 2, 1972, continued. 
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The Kitchen Guild, a Smith Farm-related volunteer group, raised money  
for the preservation of the farm site by producing Tullie’s Receipts,  

a book of recipes from the 1840s. It is still in print in 2021.  
The Tullie Smith House kitchen photo in 

Atlanta Constitution, “Recipes Preserve the Past,” October 21, 1976.  
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The Kitchen Guild, a Smith Farm-related volunteer group, raised money  
for the preservation of the farm site by producing Tullie’s Receipts,  

a book of recipes from the 1840s. It is still in print in 2021.  
The Tullie Smith House kitchen photo in 

Atlanta Constitution, “Recipes Preserve the Past,” October 21, 1976, continued.  
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Sheep to Shawl was a popular annual event at the Smith Farm.  
It provided demonstrations of sheep shearing, weaving, and spinning.  

Atlanta Constitution, “Sheep to Shawl,” April 14, 1990. 
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Civil War Encampment was a program offered for many years. 
The Smith Farm was a focal point of the annual event.  

Montgomery Advertiser, “Civil War encampment comes alive in Atlanta,” July 2, 1995. 
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Folklife Festival was started for schoolkids in 1979 and ran until the 2010s. 
It taught 19th-century crafts and tasks to school-age audiences. 

Atlanta Constitution, “Folkways,” September 23, 1995. 
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Juneteenth (June 19, 1865) celebrates the emancipation of enslaved people.  
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, “History Center Marks Juneteenth,” June 14, 2015.  
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During the 2020-2021 COVID-19 pandemic, the Smith Farm provided food grown in its field 
crop area to a nonprofit organization that delivered food to those in need.  

The farm’s enslaved people’s cabin is in the background. 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution, “Atlanta History Center pivots to help hungry,” May 27, 2020.  
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Bill of sale conveying Tullie Smith House and its kitchen to the Atlanta Historical Society, 1969. 
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Bill of sale conveying Tullie Smith House and its kitchen  

to the Atlanta Historical Society, 1969, continued. 


